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Using of MatLab in the Mathematical Education 
A. Stojanova, B. Zlatanovska, M. Kocaleva, D. Rendjova, N. Stojkovikj, D. Bikov 
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Abstract – MATLAB is a multi-paradigm numerical 
computing environment. MATLAB allows matrix 
manipulations, plotting of functions and data, 
implementation of algorithms, creation of user interfaces, 
and interfacing with programs written in other languages. 
In the paper, there is an explanation for solving problems 
in the field of mathematics, solved in the Matlab 
programming language. The goal is to show that Matlab is 
a user-friendly programming language, so it is easy to use. 
Commands are invoked in a very simple way with a 
simple syntax, where in comparison with other 
programming languages; they require detailed knowledge 
of the language itself. 
I. INTRODUCTION 
Mathematics is an essential discipline that 
appears in every discipline. The world is rapidly 
developing technologically and of which 
mathematics is a required instrument because 
without mathematics there is no modern society. 
The traditional educational activity at universities 
mostly includes lectures and practical lessons. The 
lecture has been one of the main components of the 
educational process at the universities for many 
centuries [1]. The traditional lectures in 
mathematics usually consist of theoretical material 
sometimes including practical examples. Usually, 
the teacher writes the basic information on the 
board. However, today, technology has become an 
essential tool for doing mathematics. The use of 
technology in teaching mathematics has become a 
popular component of most introductory 
mathematics classes. It can be used in a variety of 
ways to improve and enhance the learning of 
mathematics. Especially, engineering mathematics 
students are compelled to have access to an 
appropriate computer technology due to the 
perpetually increasing complexities of the 
engineering programs. [2] [3].  Information and 
communication technology can play an effective 
role as a cognitive tool in the teaching and learning 
of mathematics. The use of such technologies can 
present mathematics in a more authentic and 
tangible manner. [4] Technology can facilitate 
mathematical problem solving, communication, 
reasoning, and proof; moreover, technology can 
provide students with opportunities to explore 
different representations of mathematical ideas and 
support them in making connections both within 
and outside of mathematics. [5] [6]. Therefore, 
effective use of technology has the potential to 
motivate and enliven the learning of mathematics.  
MATLAB is one of the most popular programs 
that is widely used in mathematics classrooms 
especially at the university level. As more and 
more universities are adopting its use in education, 
it is necessary to study and analyze how the 
software could be used in teaching and learning of 
mathematics [7] [8]. 
II. BASIS OF MATLAB 
MATLAB (matrix laboratory) is a multi-
paradigm numerical computing environment. A 
proprietary programming language developed by 
MathWorks, MATLAB allows matrix 
manipulations, plotting of functions and data, 
implementation of algorithms, creation of user 
interfaces, and interfacing with programs written in 
other languages, including C, C++, C#, Java, 
Fortran and Python. 
MATLAB is a mathematical and graphical 
software package. It has numerical, graphical, and 
programming capabilities. It has built-in functions 
to do many operations, and there are toolboxes that 
can be added to augment these functions (e.g., for 
signal processing). There are versions available for 
different hardware platforms, and there are both 
professional and student editions [9]. 
Although MATLAB is intended primarily for 
numerical computing, an optional toolbox uses the 
MuPAD symbolic engine, allowing access to 
symbolic computing abilities. An additional 
package, Simulink, adds graphical multi-domain 
simulation and model-based design for dynamic 
and embedded systems. 
Nowadays, MATLAB has roughly 1 million 
users across industry and academia. These users 
come from various backgrounds of engineering, 
science, and economics. 
The MATLAB application is built around the 
MATLAB scripting language. Common usage of 
the MATLAB application involves using the 
Command Window as an interactive mathematical 
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shell or executing text files containing MATLAB 
code [10]. 
III. MATLAB COMPUTATION USING SCHOOL 
EXAMPLES 
Variables in Matlab are defined using the 
assignment operator, =. MATLAB is a weakly 
typed programming language because types are 
implicitly converted. It is an inferred typed 
language because variables can be assigned 
without declaring their type, except if they are 
treated as symbolic objects, and then their type can 
be changed. Values can come from constants, from 
computation involving values of other variables, or 
from the output of a function. Matlab can be used 
for fast calculations.  
example:    >> x=[3*4,pi/2] 
  x= 
                               12.0000     1.5708     
A simple array in Matlab is defined using the 
colon syntax: initial: increment terminator.  
example:  >>1:3:9 
 array= 
       1 4 7 
The array starts at 1 (the initial value), 
increments with each step from the previous value 
by 3 (the increment value), and stops once if 
reaches (or to avoid exceeding the terminator 
value). 
The increment value can actually be left out of 
this syntax (along with one of the colons), to use a 
default value of 1. 
example: >>ari= 1:4 
ari= 
1,2,3,4 
An array is named ari and includes values 1, 2, 
3, 4, since the default value of 1 is used as the 
incrementer. 
Matrices can be defined by separating the 
elements of a row with blank space or comma and 
using a semicolon to terminate each row. The list 
of elements should be surrounded by square 
brackets: []. Parentheses: () are used to access 
elements and subarrays (they are also used to 
denote a function argument list). 
example: 
>> A = [16 3 2 13; 5 10 11 8; 9 6 7 12; 4 15 14 
1] 
A = 
16  3  2 13 
5 10 11  8 
9  6  7 12 




A square identity matrix of size n can be 
generated using the function eye, and matrices of 
any size with zeros or ones can be generated with 




1 0 0 
0 1 0 
0 0 1 
>> zeros(2,3)    
  
>> ones(2,3) 
ans =                                 ans = 
0 0 0     1 
1 1 
0 0 0     1 
1 1 
Most MATLAB functions can accept matrices 
and will apply themselves to each element. For 
example, mod(2*J,n) will multiply every element 
in "J" by 2, and then reduce each element modulo 
"n". MATLAB does include standard "for" and 
"while" loops, but (as in other similar applications 
such as R), using the vectorized notation often 
produces code that is faster to execute. This code, 
excerpted from the function magic.m, creates a 
magic square M for odd values of n (MATLAB 
function meshgrid is used here to generate square 
matrices I and J containing 1:n). 
example: 
[J,I] = meshgrid(1:n); 
A = mod(I + J - (n + 3) / 2, n); 
B = mod(I + 2 * J - 2, n); 
M = n * A + B + 1; 
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MATLAB, also, has structure data types. Since 
all variables in MATLAB are arrays, a more 
adequate name is "structure array", where each 
element of the array has the same field names. 
Access data in a structure using dot notation of the 
form structName.fieldName. In addition, 
MATLAB supports dynamic field names (field 
look-ups by name, field manipulations, etc.). 
Unfortunately, MATLAB JIT does not support 
MATLAB structures; therefore, just a simple 
bundling of various variables into a structure will 
come at a cost. 
When creating a MATLAB function, the name 
of the file should match the name of the first 
function in the file. Valid function names begin 
with an alphabetic character, and can contain 
letters, numbers, or underscores. Functions are 
often case sensitive. MATLAB supports elements 
of lambda calculus by introducing function 
handles, or function references, which are 
implemented either in .m files or in anonymous- 
nested functions. 
example: 
function nanotabl(b) d=load(b); 
figure('Position', [100, 300, 600, 460],... 
'Name', 'TablePlot',...  % Title figure  
'NumberTitle', 'off',... % Do not show figure 
number 
'MenuBar', 'none');  % Hide standard menu bar 
menus 
MATLAB supports object-oriented 
programming including classes, inheritance, virtual 
dispatch, packages, pass-by-value semantics and 
pass-by-reference semantics. However, the syntax 
and calling conventions are significantly different 
from other. languages. MATLAB has value classes 
and reference classes, depending on whether the 
class has handle as a super-class (for reference 
classes) or not (for value classes). 
Method call behavior is different between value 
and reference classes. For example, a call to a 
method object.method(); can alter any member of 
object only if object is an instance of a reference 
class.  
MATLAB supports developing applications 
with graphical user interface (GUI) features. 
MATLAB includes GUIDE (GUI development 
environment) for graphically designing GUIs. It 
also has tightly integrated graph-plotting features. 
For example, the function plot can be used to 
produce a graph from two vectors x and y. The 
code produces the Figure 1, presenting the sine 
function: 
Example: 
x = 0:pi/100:2*pi; 
y = sin(x); 
plot(x,y) 
 
Figure 1. Sine function obtained in Matlab. 
A. Solution of the equation: 
y''+0.05x'+x3=7.5cos(t) in Matlab. 
In mechanical engineering, this equation can model 
the motion of a forced sinusoidal structure, making 
great elastic deflections. Here is chosen the 
parameters in order to see the chaos thanks to the 




We use 2 Matlab .m codes. 
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We begin with two numerical integrations of 
the neighboring state, one x(0)=3,x'=4 This initial 
state is selected to minimize the initial transitions, 
since they lie in the region of the phase space that 
is occupied by the long integration of the 
previously calculated solution. The waveform 
effect is quite visible in this example. There is 
divergence from adjacent starts. Then we plot the 
x-coordinates (the actual solution x (t) to the 
original 2nd order ODE first for the initial 
conditions x(0)=3,x'=4 in blue and then for the 
initial conditions x(0)=3.01  and  x'=4.01 in red. 
(Figure 2 and Figure 3) 
 
Figure 2. Divergence from adjacent starts: waveforms for 
Ueda’s 
 
Figure 3. Divergence from adjacent starts: phase 
projections for Ueda 
 
In the second example (Figure 4 and Figure 5) 
is shown the starting point (x,y)=(0,0) which 



















Figure 4. Steady- state of chaos 
 
 
Figure 5. Phase projections for steady- state of chaos 
IV. CONCLUSION 
The use of technology innovation like Matlab 
software can improve active involvement of the 
student in the classroom instruction and enhances 
their performances. Calculations with Matlab can 
be performed fast and easily. Matlab software can 
be integrated in the process of teaching of the 
various topics such as vectors and matrices as well 
as plotting graphs of sine, 3D bar, simultaneous 
and different quadratic equations. Matlab is a very 
powerful tool for computing, simulations, and 
powerful software package that has many built in 
tools for solving problems and developing 
graphical illustrations. Matlab does not require 
compiler to execute like C, C++. It just executes 
each sentence as it is written in code. This increase 
productivity and coding efficiency. It is higher-
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level language. Using Matlab Coder the codes 
written in Matlab can be converted to C++, Java, 
Python, .Net etc. This makes this language more 
versatile. So, scientific theories can be 
implemented in other languages also. Moreover, 
those library files, or dll s can be directly 
implemented in other languages. 
Matlab has inbuilt rich library of Neural 
Network, Fuzzy Logic, SImulink, Power System, 
Hydrolins, Electricsl , Communication, 
Electromagnetics etc. Thus, developing any 
scientific simulation is easy to do using such rich 
library. 
Disadvantage is its cost of License. It is very 
costly and user has to buy each module and pay for 
it. Disadvantage is during cross compiling or 
converting Matlab to other language code is very 
difficult. It is very difficult or requires deep level 
Matlab knowledge to deal with all errors. 
Matlab is not suggested to make any product. 
Because, Matlab does not create application 
deployment (installation) like task (like setup files 
and other executable which copies during 
installation). Therefore, Matlab is the most suitable 
for learning mathematics and scientific research. 
Matlab can be used to improve the understanding 
difficult topics of Mathematics, especially for 
students. The experience of using Matlab to 
support the teaching and learning of mathematics 
topics may have a strong impact on the learning 
strategies of students.  
REFERENCES 
 Olqa V. Yanuschika, Monhetengis Batbolda, Anna K. 
Ustyuzhaninaa (2015). Improving the Organization of the 
Learning Process in Mathematics for International Students of 
Technical Universities, International Conference for 
International Education and Cross-cultural Communication. 
Problems and Solutions. Procedia - Social and Behavioral 
Sciences (pp. 202 – 206) 
 Patricia Cretchley, Chris Harman, Nerida Ellerton, and Gerard 
Fogarty (2000), MATLAB in Early Undergraduate 
Mathematics: An Investigation into the Effects of Scientific 
Software on Learning. Mathematics Education Research 
Journal, Vol. 12, No.3, 219-233 
 M. Abdul Majid, Z. A. Huneiti, M. A. Al-Naafa1, W. 
Balachandran (2013). A Study of the Effects of Using Matlab as 
a Pedagogical Tool for Engineering Mathematics Students.  
International Journal of Online and Biomedical Engineering Vol 
9, No 2  (iJOE) – eISSN: 2626-8493 
 M. Abdul Majid,  Z. A. Huneiti, W. Balachandran, Y. Balarabe 
(2013), MATLAB AS A TEACHING AND LEARNING 
TOOL FOR MATHEMATICS: A LITERATURE REVIEW. 
International Journal of Arts & Sciences, CD-ROM. ISSN: 
1944-6934 :: 6(3):pp.23–44 
 David Houcque, (2005), INTRODUCTION TO MATLAB FOR 
ENGINEERING STUDENTS, Northwestern University. 
 Seifedine Kadry, (2014) Learning Basic Mathematics Using 
MATLAB, International Journal of Information Technology & 
Computer Science ( www.ijitcs.com ) Volume 14 Issue No 2, 
May 2014 ISSN ( online ) : pp. 2091-1610 
 Ian Allan Thomson (2015), USING MATLAB IN 
SECONDARY SCHOOL MATHEMATICS 
INVESTIGATIONS.  MATHEMATICS: LEARN LEAD LINK 
• © AAMT. 
 Charles-Ogan, Gladys Ibibo, (2015) Utilization of Matlab as a 
Technological Tool for Teaching and Learning of Mathematics 
in Schools. International Journal of Mathematics and Statistics 
Studies Vol.3, No.5, pp.10-24. 
 Stormy Attaway (2009), Matlab: A Practical Introduction to 
Programming and Problem Solving, ISBN: 978-0-75-068762-1 
Elsevier 
 Allen B. Downey (2010), Physical Modeling in MATLAB, 
Boston, MA 02111-1307, USA. 
 
 
